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Smoking and the Statistics ......... 10:44 
STD Virus and Anal Cancer, Evidence 
10:25 


Sunscreens: A Chart Approved by the 
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more of the patients cannot tolerate 
sulfasalazine’s other side effects, 
such as headache, allergic reac- 
tions, nausea, and vomiting. 

According to Stephen B. Han- 
auer, M.D., Associate Professor of 
Medicine at the University of Chi- 
cago Medical Center, ‘‘Dipentum 
has been shown to deliver twice the 
amount of the active part of sulfas- 
alazine per molecule to the colon 
with markedly fewer serious side ef- 
fects.’’ Although Dipentum con- 
tains the same 5-aminosalicylic that 
makes sulfasalazine effective against 
intestinal inflammation, it does not 
contain sulfapyridine, the sulfa-re- 
lated chemical largely responsible 
for harmful side effects. 

Already commercially available in 
12 other countries, the drug has 
been used since 1983 for limited, 
free distribution under a compas- 
sionate-use program, which enables 
drugs to be distributed before they 
have final approval for widespread 
prescribing. The Dipentum NDA 
contained information on the expe- 
rience gathered from more than 
3,000 patients, evaluated by re- 
searchers worldwide, including over 
800 investigators in the United 
States. 


* Trade Name: Cardura® 

© Generic Name: Doxazosin Mesy- 
late (Hypertensive) 

* Manufacturer: Roerig Division of 


Pfizer Pharmaceuticals Group, New 
York, New York 

© Description and Use: Pfizer Inc. 
has announced that Cardura (doxa- 
zosin mesylate), a once-daily agent 
for the treatment of hypertension, 
has been released for marketing by 
the FDA. Intended for use as the 
sole agent to control blood pressure 
or in combination with other thera- 
pies, the drug selectively blocks 
postjunctional alpha, adrenergic re- 
ceptors in peripheral blood vessels. 
‘It makes sense to treat hyperten- 
sion with an agent that acts at the 
source of impairment,’’ says Victor 
Dzau, MD, Professor of Medicine, 
Stanford University School of Med- 
icine. In addition, it has a meta- 
bolic profile appropriate for those 
patients with concurrent illness such 
as diabetes. 

Cardura has a gradual onset of 
action, a long plasma half-life, and 
a lengthy duration of action. Maxi- 
mum reductions in blood pressure 
usually occur 2 to 6 hours after 
dosing and are maintained for 24 
hours. The initial dose of Cardura 
is 1 mg, once daily; however, de- 
pending on the patient’s standing 
blood pressure response, the dosage 
may be increased to 2 mg, and 
thereafter, if necessary, to 4, 8, and 
16 mg to achieve the desired reduc- 
tion in pressure. 

According to the results of clini- 
cal trials, Cardura is generally well 
tolerated, with the incidence of side 
effects comparable to that of other 
antihypertensive agents. The most 
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common adverse reactions were 
dizziness, somnolence, and fatigue. 
Furthermore, the drug reportedly 
does not adversely affect total cho- 
lesterol, LDL cholesterol, HDL 
cholesterol, or triglycerides. 


New Form of 
Established Product 


© Trade Name: ChemoPrep Mat 

© Manufacturer: ChemoSafety Sys- 
tems, San Diego, California 

© What’s New About It: Designed 
for protection of personnel han- 
dling chemotherapy drugs, 
ChemoPrep Mat now is composed 
of three layers of material: the top 
layer is a penetrable mesh that al- 
lows spills to leak through; the 
highly absorbent middle layer of 
gauze traps the liquid; and the bot- 
tom layer is a nonpermeable plastic 
backing. It is available in two sizes: 
small (11” x 17”), which absorbs up 
to 250 mL of liquid, and large (17” 
x 22”), which absorbs up to 500 mL 
of liquid. According to the manu- 
facturer, ChemoPrep Mat is also 
nonlinting, thereby eliminating the 
hazard of airborne contaminants 
during preparation of chemother- 
apy drugs. 
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